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Paperback. Book Condition: New. David White (illustrator). Paperback. 260 pages. Caveat: My book is critical of
and inimical to organized religion. Throughout history religions have put their ideology and beliefs in the
supernatural ahead of urgent human and environmental needs. This has resulted in great suBering and
continues to plague mankind and our beautiful planet. The true story of Lucilio Vanini in the last chapter and
the recent controversy over birth control illustrate the point. In todays world I cant even understand how there
can be any resistance to birth control. Ever since social psych class in the early 60s, I was enthralled by William
Goldings Lord of the Flies. Many readers of the novel were disheartened and alarmed without knowing why. The
story is an allegory of Freudian psychoanalytic theory where each character represents an aspect of the
theorysuperego, ego and id. They were reading the story of humanity. Decades later, I got the idea, what if we
do the same thing to Richard Dawkins The Selfish Gene Each character represents a gene and if the gene flips,
that is, becomes its opposite allele, we can get an interesting view of how genes aBect behavior. Dawkins talks
about a shyfast gene, very important in biology because it determines and controls maternal instinct. Babies of
almost every species above and including birds rely heavily on a caring mother to survive early stages,
especially humans. The stronger the better, right Yes, but to a point. A mother robin, say, might require so
much investment from her suitor that a fast gene develops and becomes a significant part of the gene pool.
Lets just say, a female with a fast gene doesnt require as much investment before she mates. Her suitor doesnt
have to build an entire nestthe hussy. I often dream...
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