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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****The Joint Tactical Information Distribution System is being designed to
counter the existing electronic countermeasures threat to U.S. communications by Warsaw Pact forces.
Development of the system has been given a high priority, but management has been ineffective and progress
slow. In a February 1979 report, GAO identified a number of issues adversely affecting the program, including
ineffective program management and direction, differences between the Air Force and Navy on the technical
approach to be followed, lack of an analysis to determine the System s vulnerability to enemy jamming, and
incomplete operational testing. Currently, most U.S. military communications are neither secure nor jam
resistant. The system under development will provide a secure, digital, jam-resistant communications
capability. Some of the issues identified in the February 1979 study have been resolved, but similar problems
continue to hamper system development. The life-cycle cost of the system has been estimated to be $7 billion;
however, this estimate is questionable because it was developed using dissimilar technology and pricing
methods for the Air Force and the Navy. Since the last report on the system, the Department of Defense has
deferred most major decisions until June 1980, at the earliest. GAO believes that the deferral of major program
decisions is a sound management decision because it aligns the program with the prescribed acquisition
process. However, other efforts on the part of the Office of the Secretary of Defense to question the military
worth and cost effectiveness of the system and to begin a cost-reduction study did not seem consistent with the
stated high priority and crucial need for the system.
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