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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Americanizing a City: The Campaign for the Detroit
Night Schools, Conducted in August-September, 1915, by the Detroit Board of Commerce and Board of
Education, Under the Auspices of the National Americanization Committee and the Committee for Immigrants
in America If every city and town in the country today were to provide night classes in which its non-English
speaking adult population could learn English and the first principles of American citizenship, we should have
the machinery for Americanization. For while Americanization means much more than the English language
and civics, English is the indispensable key. A general provision for teaching it would be a tremendous
achievement, for we have never had this before. We now have facilities for perhaps one immigrant in ten in the
best equipped states, and for none at all in some states. We have requirements for naturalization and - no
facilities for meeting them. We tell every immigrant that to be a citizen and a competent resident of the United
States, he must be able to use the English language and show that he is attached to the principles of the
Constitution. But we have not thought it our responsibility to provide the ways and means. And therefore if
night schools and classes on an adequate scale were now provided for in every community with a considerable
foreign-born population, we should have at least an Americanization policy and program; and we should be
infinitely further along on the road to national unity than we now are. But though we should have the
machinery, we should not have Americanization. We should still have to connect the immigrant with the
schools. At present this...
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