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and provide critical carbon storage. Such hydrological and ecological functions explain the focus on serving
mangrove ecosystems and the nearby communities, which draw significant income from fishing, rice
production, tourism, salt extraction and other activities such as harvesting honey and medicinal plants, hence
the need for preserving mangrove ecosystems to ensure sustainability of the estuaries and deltas of West and
Central Africa region. The book has a foreword by Mr. Achim Steiner, United Nations Under-Secretary General
and Executive Director of UNEP who is stating that credible and up-to-date information is essential for the
public at large but more specifically for scientists, researchers, managers, decision-makers all working together
in order to safeguard, protect and sustainably manage estuaries, deltas and lagoons, and the coastal and
ocean waters of Western and Central Africa.
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