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illustrated. 1865. Excerpt: . . . I say, therefore, my fellow-citizens, and I hope to satisfy you before I close, that this
Invasion of Columbia County was a purely political raid, and the local leaders of the Republican abolition party
are guilt of an outrage, which will make such a record against them, as many of our citizens remember against
their fathers during the Revolution. They have made a history which they shall not escape--they have made a
record, during their short lease of place and power, which will remain forever against them, and which their
sons will blush to read, if public virtue and private rectitude shall ever find a lodgment in their breasts. On
Saturday evening, August 13th, 1864, the quiet village of Bloomsburg, the county seat of Columbia County, was
suddenly disturbed by the appearance on its streets of eighty cavalry and forty infantry and two pieces of
artillery. The town was instantly in an excitement! The exultation of the abolitionists was most intense, their
eyes sparkled with delight, their loyal tongues were loosed, and threats against the Democrats and Democratic
printing oEices, and statements that the troops were to scour the county were in the mouths of Loyal Leaguers
and their followers. Very many expressions, showing the animus of the opposition, have been taken down and
are remembered; and the fierce desire on the part of some of them to inaugurate a reign of riot and bloodshed,
was painfully apparent. On Tuesday morning following, Major General...
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